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COMMUNICATION 

Through my own carelessness I overlooked the note printed on p. 
i8r of the issue of the Review for October, 1900, but I trust you will 
permit me to give some reasons for not regarding it as conclusive. While 
the particular items are of little importance in themselves, they illustrate 
what I believe to be one of the cardinal rules of good editing of original 
material. And first as to the name which Mr. Hamilton insists is Botom- 
worth. In the Official Army List, issued by the British War Office, the 
name is given as Bosom worth. In the Correspondence of Horatio Sharpe, 
of Maryland, it is printed Bosomworth. In the Bouquet Correspondence 
there are five letters from Bosomworth ; in two of Bouquet's own letters 
Bosomworth is mentioned, and in one of Loudoun's letters the name is 
Bosomworth. Now, Mr. Brymner and his copyists could not have had 
any interest in making the spelling of so unimportant a man uniform, 
and the references are widely separated in his Calendar of the Bouquet 
Papers. In my opinion a conscientious editor would first examine con- 
temporary readings of the name before introducing an entirely new read- 
ing, one not to be found in any work of standing, and one that seems to 
rest simply upon the guess of the editor. I cannot regard the tracing 
as conclusive when the weight of evidence is so strong on the other side. 
Then as to the spelling of the word Conococheig. The Indian names 
of places have been almost as badly treated as the Indians themselves, 
and have been often mangled beyond recognition. Yet even in such 
cases a general rule of treatment will be of service as indicating a com- 
mon pronunciation, to which in cases of doubt the spelling maybe made 
to conform. In the many different ways of spelling this particular word, 
by far the largest number point to a last syllable cheig, cheague, cheeg, 
or a It in place of the g, that is, the last syllable has an e sound. Under 
these circumstances an editor is, in my opinion, justified in reading this 
e sound into the most variable spellings, provided the proper number of 
strokes of the pen are present, or with some such basis to rest a change 
upon. Therefore, whenever the tracing shows two strokes of the pen, 
they should be read as ec ox ic or ei, as these letters express the sound which 
the general consensus of forms shows. To introduce a u is to do vio- 
lence to the text and mislead unnecessarily the reader. My complaint 
has been that Mr. Hamilton goes out of his way to read strange forms 
into the text before him, and especially proper names. The two items 
given are but samples of what appears to me to be his carelessness, for 
he has not adduced a single good reason why he read a doubtful letter 
into Botomworth, or refused to recognize the general acceptance of the e 
sound in the name of the place. Worthington C. Ford. 
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